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ON THE COVER: Bev Brown gets a picture of LtCol (Ret) Alexander Jefferson as he protects himself
from the sun while awaiting the start of the St Clair Shores (MI) memorial Day Parade, riding
“Shotgun” in RedTail, the Tuskegee Airmen tribute car from Detroit Redtail, Inc that honors him on the
passenger side and LtCol (Ret) Harry T. Stewart, Jr on the driver’s side. RedTail will traverse Route 66
in August as it makes it’s way to the 47th TAI National Convention. Go to www.DetroitRedTail.org,
Donate and Help Keep RedTail rolling.

THE NEXT TWO CHAPTER MEETINGS

Thursday, 10 May 2018 & 14 June 2018 @ 1900 hours (7:00 p.m.)
Please Arrive between 6:45pm & 7:00pm. Gates Open at 6:00pm
At 1425 East Warren Ave, Detroit, MI 48207
Entrance off of Frederick Ave and Russell Street

REMEMBER: CHAPTER MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS THE 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS

Please Wear Tuskegee Airmen Marked Clothing to Meetings to Show Uniformity

Good day fellow Airmen,
As we ready for our next meeting on the 14th of this month, I thought that I would share with you the
following:
> We had three (3) chapter members that passed over the last three (3) weeks; DOTA Jesse Rutledge,
member Nat Black and member Robert Vant. We did not get the funeral program materials to our editor/
publisher in time for publication. But, will recognize them in image and story in next month’s Hawk’s Cry II.
> On the 24th of this month Preston Jowers will celebrate his 103rd Birthday. I have been waiting for
his son to get back with me for the plan for his celebration. Hopefully that info will be available on the 14th.
CRUISE CRUISE CRUISE
> All monies should be turned in this Thursday to our Treasurer, Greg Whiting. We shall still have until
the 30th to get our sponsors information and adds into our Public Relations Officer, Eric Palmer. To move forward with the design and prepping of the cruise booklet, we need all of the ads and business cards to be camera
ready, preferably in a PNG format. But, will accept JPG. Try NOT to accept PDF’s. They do not reformat well
and will translate blurry. Remember, this is our major fund raiser for the year.
> We do have pone (1) air show scheduled this year, Thunder Over Michigan, on August 25 and 26,
2018 at Willow Run Airport. Burt Lowe is the Point of Contact (POC) for this event. He will need the support of
all of us to make this event success full. Our sales TEAM will need to meet for the final plans for this event. I
know of no other Air Shows that have been shared with me.
> On June 17, 2018, (Father's Day), we have been invited by The Children's Ministry of Tabernacle
Missionary Baptist Church (TAB) to share with the young people The Tuskegee Airmen Story and History. We
are planning on this with LTC Jefferson leading the way. Hopefully many of you will be there. We shall wear
our Dress Blue blazers. One of the Children's Ministry teachers was in attendance when we presented there two
months ago and felt the need for the Children to hear about who we are and how we arrived at this point in History.
> We may have a guest that will share with us his restoration processes that would help us catalogue
many of our pictures and documents that may be historically significant. Then next month we shall have a
presentation that might help us with fundraising.
> Finally, need I remind you that we all have a purpose for why we are a part of The Tuskegee Airmen,
Detroit Chapter. Not only are we “The” original chapter, but we are the Best Chapter.
> We have nine (9) DOTA's in our Chapter and six (6) of them are very active. Have you visited a DOTA lately. Be Blessed and I shall see you Thursday at our Monthly meeting.
>If you are questioned, Detroit Chapter’s current list of Documented Original Tuskegee Airmen
(DOTAs) are as follows:
Alexander Jefferson
Harry Stewart, Jr
Frederick Henry
Preston Jowers
Matt Corbin
Russell Nalle
Dr. John Cunningham Fletcher Williams
Cornelius Davis (Living in Florida)
Thank you God bless you all,

Miguel Thornton

President

DO NOT FORGET ABOUT
OUR CHANGE OF
MEETING LOCATION

Detroit Chapter
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.
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African American Aviation Pioneers
Honored At Nut Tree Airport

https://cbsloc.al/2JtlEeI
https://www.freedomandflight.org/copy-of-holiday-extravaganza

VACAVILLE (CBS13) — A group of unsung heroes were honored in Vacaville, Sunday. The historic Tuskegee Airmen, known
as the first Black pilots in the U.S. Army-Air Force, were the center of attention at the Nut Tree Airport. The event is the first of
its kind on the West Coast, put on by the Tuskegee Airmen Heritage Chapter. The airmen were an inspiration to the Black community during and after World War II.
Their legacy inspired one woman to join the Air Force.
“It made me know all things are possible,” said Theresa
Claiborne. Two decades in the Air Force, Theresa
Claiborne credits the historic Tuskegee Airmen for paving her way to becoming the first Black woman pilot.
Claiborne was one of seven women in her class. “We
obviously pay homage to the Tuskegee Airmen because
we were on their shoulders,” Claiborne said. 97-year old
Jerry Hodges is one of 15 surviving pilots in California,
who served during World War II. “I was also a pilot
with the 617 bomber squad, we were flying 35 to 40
DOTA FRED HENRY AND LT COL HODGES, B24 Pilot
hours
a
week, getting ready for our departure to the Pacific,”
Hodges said. He says the airmen’s resilience helped
shape American history and propelled AfricanAmericans to equality. “I thought that I could have
joined the Navy and become a Navy pilot, but that wasn’t a possibility,” Hodges added. That changed in 1939,
when the NAACP pressured the U.S. government to allow African-Americans to serve. The movement
launched the Tuskegee Airmen Pilot Program. Hodges
Capt Thresa Claiborne first Black Female Commercial Airline Pilot (United)
and his comrades paved the way for Black civil rights,
inspiring Dr. Martin Luther King to push his activism in the 1960s. “(The Tuskegee Airmen) were
awarded a congressional medal in 2007 by President
George W Bush, which is the highest award a civilian
can receive,” said Lanelle Roberts-Brent, daughter of the
very first Tuskegee Airman, “Spanky” Roberts. Although
Hodges was the only airman who could attend, the presence of the first Tuskegee airman, George
“Spanky” Roberts, was felt all around. His
message is still ringing in Claiborne’s ear. View
“He told me ‘no matter how bumpy it is down More
here, when you get above the clouds, it’s Images
Fred and Ted Lumpkin significant Autographs
clear’, and he’s right,” Claiborne said. Currently, there are just over 100 living Tuskegee airmen in the U.S. “Heritage” was hosted
by The Tuskegee Airmen Heritage Chapters of Greater Sacramento and Lee Archer Jr., Unsung Heroes: A Living History Project, and EAA Chapter 1230 Nut Tree Airport.
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Tuskegee Airman honored 73 years after being lynched in Austria
Brandon Patterson, Detroit Free Press Published 6:01 a.m. ET May 27, 2018
Updated 6:58 a.m. ET May 29, 2018

A Tuskegee Airman was honored in Austria where he was shot
down and later lynched, exactly 73 year after the event. Harry
Stewart Jr. still remembers the last bombing run he flew with
his friend, fellow Tuskegee Airman Walter Manning. It was
April 1, 1945 — Easter Sunday, the day Christians celebrate
Christ's resurrection, and the pair were on an escort mission
over Austria. Stewart finished his runs and got out. Manning
was shot down. The atrocity that followed is forever seared into
Stewart's memory.
Manning, 24, of Philadelphia was lynched.
An angry mob of partisan German and Austrian soldiers known
as the "Werewolf" broke into the jailhouse. Manning was beaten and hung from a light pole outside, with a
wooden tablet around his neck that read "We help ourselves! The Werewolf," according to information gathered by the Austrian government. Manning, who served his country with courage and dignity, should have
been afforded the benefits of the League of Nations as a prisoner of war. Instead, his service ended at the end
of a rope. The last memory of him, as far as living memory, was when we went on the bombing escort mission to Austria," said Stewart. "We flew rather frequent missions
and I was flying along with him and at times maybe flying his
wing." Last month (April) on Easter Sunday, Stewart was on
hand as a guest of the Austrian government to commemorate
Manning, exactly 73 years after his capture. "For Easter Sunday
2018, they decided they'd give a memorial event for Walter Manning and have a national parade. A very high-level demonstration
with the highest dignitaries of the government represented."
Stewart said. "As far as the Austrian government is concerned, it
shows contrition on their part in recognizing the terrible thing
that was done to Walter. I also have to credit them in saying it
shows moral courage for them to stand up and say 'Yeah, we did
it. We're sorry.' " The atrocity that took more than 60 years to
come to light: the lynching of one of their own is not wellknown. And Stewart, 93, is on a mission to make sure his friend's story is told. "My whole feeling is that this
is something that the American people know nothing about," Stewart said. "Even more so, the AfricanAmerican community knows nothing about this. And not only that, what's left of the Tuskegee Airmen
knows nothing about this. What I did was I brought this information back to the United States with me ... and
I said, 'I don't think this is something that should just stay in Austria.' " Stewart brought back a collection of
information and wants the American people to know about it as well, especially the African-American community. "It is the only documented history of an atrocity taking place against a black airman," Stewart said.
"It's a part of our history." "The Austrian Government, had
rumors of what had happened, not only as far as Manning is
concerned here but some other American pilots who were, at
times, captured in their missions over Austria," Stewart said.
"They wanted to make some documentation or at least an
investigation as to how many pilots had been lynched or
terrorized by mobs. ... Manning being one and about the
most documented case that they have." The formation of the
elite Tuskegee Airmen came about because of the pressure
civil rights organizations and the black news media put on
the United States to desegregate the military. That lead to
the birth of an all African-American Army Air Corps pursuit
squadron based in Tuskegee, Alabama, in 1941. Manning
was born in Maryland but moved to Philadelphia. He attended Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Alabama, where he
was described as easygoing, athletic, and friendly. Stewart
Tuskegee Airman Walter Manning, center, with several other pilots looking over model P51 Mustangs in
Alabama before fighting in World War II. Manning was shot down in Austria during the war and later
lynched by a mob. He was honored in a commemoration in Austria on Easter Sunday of this year. (Photo:
Harry Stewart)

Walter Manning, pictured in the upper right-hand corner, dancing with girlfriend (Dicey) Thomas, who is
in an all-white dress. Circa 1944. (Photo: Tuskegee University)

Tuskegee Airman Harry Stewart with a model of the P51 Mustang that he flew in World War II, in his Bloomfield
Township home on Thursday, May 3, 2018. (Photo: Eric Seals, Detroit Free Press)
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also remembers their time training together at Tuskegee University. "I remember he was a good swimmer,"
Stewart said. "I remember we were taking a swimming lifeguard training course together and I remember how well he swam. He passed the course with
flying colors. ... I remember a dance that we had. It
was a cadet dance. I remember Walter and his girlfriend at the dance." Manning graduated from Tuskegee in 1944 and was deployed to Italy, where he was
assigned to the 301st fighter Squadron, 332nd Fighter
Group. Soon, he was flying combat missions, escorting the 15th Air Force bombers. He rose to the rank of
2nd Lieutenant. On April 1, 1945, Manning was flying combat over Italy with the Tuskegee Airmen, during World War II, when he and his squadron were
given an assignment to protect the bombers on a run
in St. Polten, Austria. Manning was one of a sevencombat-plane squadron that remained in Austria after "targets of opportunity." Their operation ran along
the Danube River. However, they ran into a horde of enemy planes and a fight ensued. Approximately 10
to 12 of the enemy airplanes were shot down, Stewart said. Two of the Tuskegee Airmen fighter planes
were shot down — one was Manning. Manning bailed out of his plane but was captured by German pilots
and placed in a local jailhouse. He was lynched two days later. Decades after the war, when rumors of war
crimes reached the Austrian government, officials sought documentation and to make amends as part of a
project called the "Downed Allied Air Crew Database Austria." The aim of the project was to retrace the
fate of more than 9,000 American and British pilots downed during World War II over the Central European Alpine Region. The investigation into Manning's fate was launched in 2012, according to an Austrian pamphlet dedicated to him. The April memorial took place at Linz-Hörsching Airbase, where Manning's body was recovered after the war. Manning is buried in an American military cemetery in SaintAvold, France. Dr. Brian Smith, president of the Tuskegee Museum board in Detroit, said that rumors
circulated for decades not only about Manning's death, but the deaths of other U.S. pilots. "I've been talking to Tuskegee Airmen for more than 30 years and you hear stories like that," Smith said. "So-and-so
was shot down, captured and they lynched him. It not only happened to black pilots but it happened to
white pilots also. The citizens were just angry ... so that's a consequence of war." Nonetheless, Smith
credits the Austrian government for recognizing Manning. "That was very magnanimous of them to
acknowledge the wrong that was done," Smith said. "It also brought recognition to the Tuskegee Airmen
for what they did for the United States during World War II. They were a major part in helping to win the
war, especially in the air ... and it was done under duress. They were considered inferior, less intelligent,
unable to manipulate the controls of an airplane — that's what the army thought of the Tuskegee Airmen
at the beginning of the war. They fought bravely, for a country that didn't treat them as equals." Stewart
feels that Manning should be memorialized in World War II museums across the country and especially in
Philadelphia, where he grew up. "They've got Rocky Balboa sitting up there at city hall, who, I guess, was
part of a movie ... but you have a son of Philadelphia, who certainly has left a great legacy," Stewart said.
"If they follow on the tale of the memorial and they had a permanent memorial in downtown Philadelphia
that our kids can see and they look at and say 'we were part of this.' " Contact Brandon Patterson: BPatterson2@freepress.com. Follow him on Twitter: @iAmBrandonPatt
Tuskegee Airman Harry Stewart salutes at a memorial of his friend and fellow pilot Walter Manning on Sunday,
April 1, 2018, at the US Embassy in Vienna, Austria. Stewart attended the event to honor Manning who was shot
down in Austria and later lynched by a mob during World War II. (Photo: US Embassy Vienna)
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St Clair Shores Memorial Day Parade
On May 27, 2018, several member of the Detroit Chapter of
Tuskegee Airmen participated in
the St Clair Shores Memorial
Day Parade. LtCol (Ret) Alexander Jefferson had an opportunity
to ride “shotgun” in RedTail, the
Tuskegee Airmen tribute vehicle
with his name, actually, on it.
Although it was a very hot day,
he said he “Had a Ball.” During
the morning we all had a chance
meeting with Senator Debbie
Stabenow. Select the links below
to view additional photos of the
day.
View More Images
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Michigan State Senate Tuskegee Airmen Recognition
On Tuesday, 22 May 2018, Michigan State Senator Coleman A. Young II,
son of Tuskegee Airman and fomer City of Detroit Mayor, Coleman A.
Young, honored the DOTAs of the Detroit Chapter in the rotunda of the
state capital.
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View More Images
View Videos

Sterling Heights Memorial Day Parade 2018

On Monday, 28 May 2018, RedTail participated in the Sterling
Heights Memorial Day Parade.
Roughly 1,000 people were in attendance. View additional images
and the video of the event below.
View More Images
View Videos

The universal appeal – and potential – of the Tuskegee
Airmen’s inspirational legacy

By Bill Sheppard
As a supporter and volunteer of both the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. and
the CAF Red Tail Squadron, a lot of my mindshare is consumed with the positive impact of the Tuskegee Airmen, working on new and exciting ways to engage youth with the history and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen. We appreciate
that their story resonates with so many,
regardless of background or creed, and can
use that as a springboard to carry their

message as far as possible.
In our work we come across people of all walks of life that
are eager and interested to learn about the Tuskegee Airmen and their
life lessons. I speak to countless groups of students and adults that
are motivated by some facet of their story that they find exciting or
relatable. This universal appeal
gives us a huge opportunity to honor the Airmen and help people
strive to achieve their own goals by understanding this important
piece of history.
With fellow volunteers at the CAF, we facilitate goal setting exercises, hands-on artifact learning, discussions with veterans,
a dome theater experience and other interactive educational programs that brings the history out of the history books (or lack of
thereof) and into an experiential learning environment that makes a
lasting impact. The potential to teach important life lessons through the lens of the Tuskegee experience is
huge, and is attractive to both kids and adults.
I wonder if the Airmen, 70 plus years ago, had any idea that their service to our country would
ultimately inspire future generations to work a little harder and aim a little higher. They were heroic figures
in the making, although at the time they were treated no better than second-class citizens. I’m proud to be a
part of two groups that work hard to honor their experience. Capitalizing on their growing appeal will have
the two-fold benefit of maintaining their legacy for generations to come and inspiring others to learn and
benefit from these American heroes.
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Out and About & Social Media

Larry Sargent, DOTA Fred Henry and Bill
Welborn at 11th Precinct recognition

LtCol (Ret) Alexander Jefferson spends
some time talking education at last months
visit to WSU

Wayne Lusardi and the chapter members
that attended his presentation at WSU in
May.
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Coleman A Young 100th Birthday Recognition

M1 Concourse Cars and Coffee
View More
Images
View
Video

Gateway Classic Cars and Coffee
View More
Images
View
Video

MCMM Mustang Stampede
View More
Images
View
Video

RMR Covered Bridge Tour
View More
Images
View
Video

Carlisle Parade 2018
View More
Images
View
Video
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AWARD
WINNING
EVENT

Michigan Military and Technical Heritage Museum
View More
Images
View
Video

Horsepower for Heroes
View More
Images

AWARD
WINNING
EVENT

View
Video

AWARD
WINNING
EVENT

Carlisle 2018 Showfield
View More
Images

View
Video

US Army Heritage & Education Center
View More
Images

View
Video
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Rolling The Tuskegee
Airmen into the
American Car Culture

The Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Inc
www.DetroitChapterTAInc.org

Mark Douglas and

The Hawk’s Cry II
The Official Newsletter of
The Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Inc
Get My Hawk’s Cry II

www.AvisFord.com
American Muscle

www.AmericanMuscle.com

• June 16, 2018 – Belleville National Strawberry Festival Parade
• June 22 – 24, 2018 – 2018 GM River Days (Detroit, MI)
• June 23, 2018 – 2018 Veterans Benefit Car Show (Troy, MI) Registered
• July 7, 2018 - 2018 Cherry Royale Parade (Traverse City, MI) Registered
• July 14, 2018 - ShowDown in Motown (Detroit, MI) Registered
• July 19, 2018 - Ford's Garage Cruise In (Dearborn, MI)
• July 20-22, 2018 – Mackinaw City Mustang Stampede (Mackinaw City, MI) Registered
• July 27, 2018 – GM Employee Car Show (Warren, MI) Registered
• July 27, 2018 – Battle of The Brands (Plymouth, MI) Open House
• July 28, 2018 - Main Street Memories - Downtown Car Show (Port Huron, MI) Registered

...by going to their website and providing a
donation
is an IRS determined tax exempt
charitable organization whose mission is to participate in
the American car culture and venture to car shows, car
cruises and parades to propagate the history and legacy of
the Tuskegee Airmen.

is...

Rolling the Tuskegee Airmen into the American Car Culture
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2009 Edition

Bereavement Counseling……………...….……………….1-202-461-6530
Education………………………………….………………1-888-442-4551
Headstones and Markers………………….……………….1-800-697-6947
Health Care……………………………….……………….1-877-222-8387
Homeless veterans………………………...………………1-877-222-8387
Home Loans………………………………..……………...1-877-827-3702
Life Insurance………………………………..…………….1-800-669-8477
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline…………….………...1-800-273-8255
Pension Management Center………………………..……..1-877-294-6380
Special Health Issues……………………………………....1-800-749-8387

VA Home Page………..................................................................www.va.gov
Education Benefits………..................................................www.gibill.va.gov
Health Care Eligibility………...........................www.va.gov/healtheligibility
Burial and Memorial Benefits………..................................www.cem.va.gov
Returning Service Members………..................................www.oefoif.va.gov
Home Loan Guaranty …...........................................www.homeloans.va.gov
Records ..................................www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel
VA Benefit Payment Rates……...…….............www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates
VA Forms………...........................................................www.va.gov/vaforms
Mental Health…….................................................www.mentalhealth.va.gov
Federal Jobs……….....................................................www.usajobs.opm.gov
Veterans Preference………........................www.opm.gov/veterans/index.asp
Employment Assistance………......................................www.vetsuccess.gov
Veterans Employment and Training….………...................www.dol.gov/vets
Life Insurance………...................................................www.insurance.va.gov
Department of Defense……….......................................www.defenselink.mil
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Original Tuskegee Airmen Signed

Certificates of Appreciation

NEW—NEW—NEW

Select Image to download from Google Drive site
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